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Its All I Fish With - By Ted ñMustangò Relihan 
 

I once guided a guy named Bert Dolan. He was an older gentleman from the Chicago area that loved to 

fish. Problem was, he had the Macro condition that makes it hard to see your fly. Bert was also a good Irish 
Catholic so on Sundays I got religion by guiding him to the nearest church. He said he got his best ideas 
while daydreaming in service. It was good for him because while dwelling on his eye condition he day-
dreamed up the Big Eye Hook. Remember that? It was of some help for awhile but slowly he couldn't see 
to tie his fly. This guy has fly fished since the 1930's so I'm sure he was a little more than bummed. That's 
the way I met Bert because he needed a guide now to assist him on the river ,net his fish, and most impor-
tantly to tie his fly on.  I asked as a general question if he had any flies I could look at just in case I saw 
something that was a little different than what was in my box. To my surprise he pulled out a large hard-
ware looking Plano from his gear bag and said "These are all I fish with." I opened the locker not knowing 
what I would see of course but it was surprising. Nothing but Royal Wulffs from 4's to 16's. I'm not sure of 
my reaction. Bert said" When I started to not be able to prepare for a trip by selecting the flies I wanted I 
thought about what has been the best fly over all these years. It's got to be visible and successful. Now its 
all I fish with." I understood. I thought of the confusion of having a million patterns on me just in case some-
thing hatches. He had a lot of confidence with this fly. It was his "go to" that we all have. Bert absolutely 
pounded the fish. We Dried, nymphed, swung it and even stripped the fly with results.  The early guide les-
son I learned that day was sometimes its not the fly but the belief in it and how you fish ité.Mustang 
 

Mustang Fly Fishing - www.mustangflyfishing.com - 970.260.1855 


